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have been well for the independence of European
nationalities, for progress and liberty, had the ambi-
tious egotism of a Lewis XIV. been able without
fear of resistance to determine the destinies of
Europe. France herself might have perished like
Spain, exhausted by the despotism which drew from
her the strength to enslave others. But it is as un-
profitable as it is easy to speculate on what might
have been, had things not been as they were.

No French king was ever more deeply and gener-
ally lamented than " the Bearnese." Eye-witnesses
wrote that it was impossible to describe the grief
and tears of the Parisians. " What will become of
you ?" men were heard to say to their children,
" you have lost your father! "

In the provinces the country-people gathered along
the highways in anxious crowds to ask travellers
whether the King indeed was dead ? When assured
that this was so they dispersed grief-stricken and
with frantic lamentations to their houses. Some of
the educated classes, like De Vic, the Governor of
Dieppe, took to their beds and died of grief. A
touching tribute to the King's memory was offered
by the mob, who received the Protestants on their
way to service at Charenton not with the usual in-
sults, but with demonstrations of affection and
respect.

The Queen, who by the loss of her faithless hus--
band, had become the first person in the State, and
who could now indulge unchecked her fondness for
her unworthy favourites, those favourites themselves,
the partisans of Spain, the great nobles who looked